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The  spy  plane  incident  and  the  breakup  of  the  Summit  Conference  have  been  cruel  blows  to  the  world’s 
hopes  for  peace.  They  demonstrate  the  urgent  need  to  put  world  affairs  on  a  more  stable,  less  dangerous 
basis  through  world  disarmament  under  law.  (See  page  4.)  On  May  20  an  FCNL  Action  Bulletin,  “After 
the  Summit — What?”  was  sent  to  subscribers  on  our  Foreign  Policy  Action  list.  If  you  are  a  Newsletter 
subscriber,  you  may  request  to  be  on  the  mailing  list  for  Action  Bulletins  at  no  additional  cost. 


UNFINISHED  BUSINESS  BEFORE  CONGRESS 

If  Congress  is  to  adjourn  before  the  Party  Conventions  in  July  it  has  less  than  six  weeks  to  act  on 
the  following  important  bills : 


Strengthen  World  Court 

A  resolution,  S.  Res.  94,  by  Sen.  Hubert  H.  Humphrey 
which  has  been  strongly  supported  by  President  Eis¬ 
enhower  is  still  pendfng  before  the  Senate  Foreign  Re¬ 
lations  Committee.  The  proposal  would  remove  the 
“self-judging”  clause  which  allows  the  United  States 
to  judge  whether  a  case  before  the  International  Court 
of  Justice  falls  within  U.S.  domestic  jurisdiction,  rather 
than  letting  the  Court  decide  that  question. 

On  May  26  the  Senate  failed  to  ratify  a  treaty  to  let 
the  World  Court  settle  international  sea  disputes  pri¬ 
marily  because  it  did  not  include  a  “self -judging”  clause. 
The  vote  was  49-30  in  support  of  the  Treaty,  but  53 
affirmative  votes  were  needed  for  a  two  thirds  majority. 


Approve  Antarctica  Treaty 

The  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  has  not  yet 
held  hearings  on  the  Antarctica  treaty  submitted  to  it 
February  15.  The  treaty  signed  by  12  nations,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Soviet  Union,  prohibits  nuclear  weapons  tests 
and  other  military  activity  in  that  area. 

Approve  More  Money  for  Disarmament 

This  year  the  State  Department  asked  for  funds  for 
five  additions  to  its  57-man  disarmament  staff  and  re¬ 
iterated  its  request  of  last  year  for  $400,000  for  dis¬ 
armament  studies.  The  House  Appropriations  Com¬ 
mittee  did  not  approve  either  request. 

The  State  Department  Appropriations  bill  is  now  before 
a  Senate  Subcommittee  headed  by  Sen.  Lyndon  B. 
Johnson.  He  has  indicated  his  desire  to  take  personal 
charge  of  the  hearings  in  June.  The  Subcommittee  ac¬ 
tion  may  give  one  indication  of  Sen.  Johnson’s  views 
on  disarmament. 


Set  Up  Peace  Institute 

Several  proposals  are  pending  to  create  an  agency  to 
study  the  technical,  political,  economic  and  other  as¬ 
pects  of  disarmament.  Sen.  Hubert  H.  Humphrey,  Rep. 
Charles  F.  Bennett  and  others  have  introduced  bills, 
S.  2989,  H.R.  9305,  to  establish  a  National  Peace 
Agency.  Sen.  John  F.  Kennedy,  Mass.,  has  urged  an 
Arms  Control  Research  Institute,  S.  3173. 


Approve  Disarmament  Resolution 

A  resolution,  H.  Con.  Res.  393,  by  Rep.  Clement  J.  Za- 
blocki,  Wis.,  to  reaffirm  U.S.  intention  to  devote  a  sub¬ 
stantial  portion  of  savings  from  disarmament  to  “works 
of  peace”  is  still  awaiting  floor  action.  A  companion 
resolution  by  Sen.  Humphrey,  S.  Con.  Res.  48,  has 
already  been  passed  by  the  Senate. 

Oppose  Preemptive*^  War 

The  House  Appropriations  Committee  in  its  Report  on 
military  appropriations,  H.  Rept.  1561,  page  8,  seemed 
to  approve  the  concept  of  “preemptive  war.”  It  said 
“In  the  final  analysis,  to  effectively  deter  a  would-be 
aggressor,  we  should  maintain  our  armed  forces  in 
such  a  way  and  with  such  an  understanding  that  should 
it  ever  become  obvious  that  an  attack  upon  us  or  our 
allies  is  imminent,  we  can  launch  an  attack  before  the 
aggressor  has  hit  either  us  or  our  allies.”  This  profound 
shift  away  from  the  policy  that  the  United  States  would 
never  initiate  a  nuclear  war  was  greeted  with  satisfac¬ 
tion  by  Time  magazine  in  its  lead  story  of  May  9. 

Rep.  William  H.  Meyer,  Vt.,  questioned  George  H. 
Mahon,  chairman  of  the  House  Appropriations  Sub¬ 
committee,  about  the  Report  on  the  House  floor.  Mr. 
Mahon  said  the  Committee  was  not  endorsing  “pre¬ 
emptive”  or  “preventive”  war.  The  Senate  Appropria¬ 
tions  Comittee  and  the  Senate  have  an  opportunity  now 
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to  clarify  the  ambiguous  House  action  and  repudiate 
the  dangerous  “preemptive”  war  doctrine. 

The  $39.3  billion  military  appropriations  bill  was 
passed  by  the  House  May  5,  377-3,  with  Byron  Johnson, 
Colo.,  Randall  S.  Harmon,  Ind.,  and  Ken  Hechler,  W. 
Va.,  voting  in  opposition. 


“Did  You  Fellows  Get  All  the  News  From  Paris?” 


Disapprove  Germ  and  Gas  War 

Resolutions  by  Reps.  Robert  Kastenmeier  and  James 
Roosevelt  (H. Con. Res.  433,  438)  to  reaffirm  Pres. 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt’s  policy  against  using  chemical 
and  bacteriological  weapons  first  are  still  bottled  up  in 
the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee. 

The  Departments  of  State  and  Defense  have  filed  re¬ 
ports  opposing  the  Resolutions.  These  reports  do  not 
seem  in  accord  with  President  Eisenhower’s  January 
13  comment  that  “so  far  as  my  instinct  is  concerned, 
[it]  is  to  not  start  such  a  thing  as  that  first.” 


Oppose  Japan  Security  Treaty 

The  Senate  is  expected  to  consider  the  U.S. -Japan  Se¬ 
curity  Treaty  before  adjournment,  although  hearings 
have  not  yet  been  held  by  the  Foreign  Relations  Com¬ 
mittee.  The  Japanese  House  of  Representatives  ap¬ 
proved  the  Treaty  on  May  20  over  strong  opposition. 

Japanese  Friends  have  opposed  the  Treaty  because  it 
( 1 )  is  in  opposition  to  the  principle  of  the  Japanese 
Constitution  renouncing  war  and  the  threat  or  use  of 
force;  (2)  encourages  the  reemergence  of  militarism 
from  which  the  Japanese  and  others  have  suffered  so 
much;  (3)  moves  away  from  negotiation  and  disarma¬ 
ment;  and  (4)  makes  it  difficult  for  Japan  to  become 
a  bridge  between  East  and  West. 


Oppose  Restrictive  Passport  Bills 

A  number  of  bills  to  restrict  the  right  to  travel,  includ¬ 
ing  one  already  passed  by  the  House,  are  pending 
before  Senate  Committees.  These  bills  grow  out  of  the 
1958  Supreme  Court  decision  that  the  Government  has 
no  authority  to  inquire  into  the  beliefs  and  associations 
of  applicants.  The  present  system,  which  provides  con¬ 
siderable  freedom  of  travel,  has  been  in  operation  for 
some  two  years  without  serious  consequences;  and 
there  would  seem  to  be  little  urgency  to  tighten  the 
passport  law  at  this  time. 


Approve  Economic  Aid;  Cut  Military 
Assistance 

Early  in  May  the  House  and  Senate  agreed  that  foreign 
aid  authorizations  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July 
1  should  not  exceed  $4,086,300,000.  This  ceiling  is 
only  2%  less  than  the  President  requested,  but  some 
Congressmen  have  already  indicated  that  they  will 
take  a  “meat  ax”  to  the  appropriation  bill  which  ac¬ 
tually  provides  the  money  for  foreign  aid  programs. 
This  bill  is  still  before  the  Committees. 


HERBLOCK  in 
The  Washini;ion  Post- 


Authorization  Act 

•  provides  for  the  use  of  $10,000  of  technical  assist¬ 
ance  funds  for  a  study  of  the  “advisability  and  practi¬ 
cability”  of  establishing  a  Point  Four  Youth  Corps; 

•  encourages  the  President  to  deny  aid  to  countries 
that  engage  in  economic  warfare  (this  is  aimed  at 
United  Arab  Republic);  affirms  the  willingness  of  the 
United  States  to  participate  in  the  Indus  Basin  Devel¬ 
opment;  provides  for  an  East-West  Cultural  Center  in 
Hawaii;  authorizes  a  study  of  a  similar  center  in  Puerto 
Rico. 

Weaknesses  of  Act  include 

•  undue  emphasis  on  military  aid  and  defense  sup¬ 
port;  some  two-thirds  of  the  foreign  aid  program  or 
$2.7  billion  is  allocated  to  these  programs; 

•  a  9%  cut  in  the  President’s  request  for  funds  for 
relief  and  rehabilitation  of  refugees;  this  includes  a 
$2,000,000  cut  in  the  Palestinian  program,  and  a 
$200,000  cut  in  contributions  to  the  UN  High  Com¬ 
missioner  for  Refugees; 

•  continuation  of  Development  Loan  Fund  and  techni¬ 
cal  assistance  on  a  short-term  basis.  According  to  Sen. 
J.  W.  Fulbright,  Chairman  of  the  Foreign  Relations 
Committee,  the  foreign  aid  program  “cannot  long  sur¬ 
vive  many  more  annual  authorizations.” 

Authorize  Participation  in  IDA 

The  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  has  recently 
approved  a  bill,  S.  3074,  authorizing  the  President  to 
accept  membership  in  the  International  Development 
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Association  and  subscribe  $320,000,000  to  its  capital 
fund.  A  similar  measure  is  still  pending  in  the  House 
Banking  and  Currency  Committee. 


^  Aid  World  Refugee  Year 

April  4,  the  House  passed  H.J.Res.  397  authorizing  the 
admission  of  an  estimated  6,000  refugee-  escapees  over 
the  next  two  years.  This  measure  has  been  dismissed 
by  the  New  York  Times  as  “paltry.” 

The  Senate  Judiciary  Committee  has  not  yet  acted  on 
H.J.Res.  397,  or  any  other  refugee  legislation.  Sen. 
Thomas  J.  Dodd’s  bill,  S.  3513,  would  liberalize  H.J. 
Res.  397  by  extending  the  program  to  three  years  and 
providing  for  the  admission  of  500  handicapped  refu¬ 
gees  and  4,000  other  displaced  persons  who  could  not 
qualify  for  admission  under  H.J.Res.  397. 


Curb  Influence  Peddling*^ 

A  House-passed  bill,  H.R.  10959,  which  attempts  to 
prevent  retired  military  officers  from  using  Pentagon 
contacts  to  gain  defense  contracts  for  private  firms, 
should  be  strengthened  and  approved  by  the  Senate. 
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Reaffirm  Support  for  Individual  Rights 

•  A  proposal,  S.  2929,  by  Senators  Kennedy,  Clark  and 
Javits  to  delete  the  non-Communist  affidavit  from  the 
National  Defense  Education  Act  of  1958  was  reported 
to  the  Senate  floor  May  12.  A  similar  bill  failed  last 
year. 

•  Abolition  of  the  House  Un-American  Activities  Com¬ 
mittee  was  urged  by  Rep.  James  Roosevelt,  Calif., 
April  25.  He  accused  it  of  destroying  “human  dignity 
and  constitutional  rights.”  The  American  Civil  Liber¬ 
ties  Union  at  the  end  of  its  biennial  conference  April 
24  also  urged  abolition.  On  May  13,  San  Francisco 
police  dispersed  with  fire  hoses  and  clubs  a  group  of 
200  persons,  mostly  students,  who  were  refused  ad¬ 
mission  to  an  Un-American  Activities  Subcommittee 
hearing  in  the  city  hall. 
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Eliminate  Death  Penalty 

Senate  and  House  Subcommittees  are  still  considering 
bills  to  mftke  life  imprisonment  the  basic  sentence  in 
first  degree  murder  cases  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
The  death  penalty  is  mandatory  in  such  cases  now. 

An  excellent  hearing  was  held  by  a  House  Judiciary 
Subcommittee  May  25  on  Rep.  Abraham  J.  Multer’s 
bill,  H.R.  870,  to  substitute  life  imprisonment  for  the 
death  penalty  in  most  Federal  offenses.  J.  Stuart 
Innerst  testified  for  three  Friends  groups.  Representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Methodists,  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
Jewish  organizations  and  the  American  League  to 
Abolish  Capital  Punishment  were  also  heard. 


Home  Rule  for  D.  C. 

The  Senate  passed  a  home  rule  bill  in  1959.  House 
proponents  are  engaged  in  an  allout  drive  to  bring  a 
territorial  bill  to  the  floor  over  the  opposition  of  the 
House  District  Committee.  Less  than  20  signatures 
are  needed  to  discharge  the  Committee. 


Uphold  Treaty  Rights  of  Seneca  Indians 

May  25,  the  House  approved  an  appropriation  of  $4.5 
million  for  initial  construction  of  the  Kinzua  Dam, 
which  will  flood  Seneca  lands.  Efforts  by  Rep.  Charles 
E.  Goodell,  N.Y.,  to  deny  this  request  were  defeated 
74-48,  and  293-110. 


Help  Indians  Help  Themselves 

The  House  Interior  Committee  has  just  reported  a 
bill,  H.R.  1150,  authorizing  a  $15  million  increase  in 
the  Indian  revolving  loan  fund.  The  Fund,  which  is 
presently  overcommitted,  is  the  only  source  of  loans 
for  most  Indian  economic  development  programs. 


Aid  School  Construction 

The  Senate  and  House  are  trying  to  reach  agree¬ 
ment  on  an  aid-to-education  bill.  The  House-passed 
bill,  H.R.  10128,  provides  for  a  four-year,  $1.3  billion 
program  of  grants  for  public  school  construction;  and 
prohibits  aid  to  school  systems  resisting  desegregation. 
The  Senate  bill,  S.  8,  authorizes  a  two-year  program  of 
matching  grants  for  construction  and/or  teachers’  sal¬ 
aries  of  $20  per  school  age  child  per  year,  or  about 
$1.9  billion  for  the  period. 


Other  unfinished  business  before  Congress  includes 
proposals  to  extend  U.S.  adoption  program  for  foreign 
orphans,  establish  a  Youth  Conservation  Corps,  com¬ 
bat  juvenile  delinquency,  protect  domestic  farm  work¬ 
ers,  provide  medical  care  for  the  aged,  preserve  U.S. 
shorelines  and  wilderness  areas,  prohibit  liquor  on 
commercial  airlines. 


C.  O.  Loses  Senate  Job 

On  May  3,  William  R.  Martin,  a  university  student  and 
member  of  Washington  Friends  Meeting,  was  dropped 
from  his  position  as  assistant  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  Minority  (Republican).  William  Martin  is  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Washington  Young  Friends,  and  as  such 
signed  a  letter  sent  to  22,000  high  school  students  in 
the  Washington  area,  informing  them  of  alternatives 
open  to  them  under  the  Selective  Service  Act  and  chal¬ 
lenging  them  to  face  the  issue  of  war. 

When  word  of  the  letter  appeared  in  the  papers,  the 
Minority  Personnel  Committee  asked  William  Martin 
to  resign,  without  giving  him  a  hearing  and  without 
having  seen  the  letter.  He  refused  on  principle  and  was 
dismissed. 

Efforts  to  have  him  reinstated  failed.  Representatives 
from  the  FCNL  and  the  Women’s  International  League 
for  Peace  and  Freedom  interviewed  about  20  Republican 
Senators,  discussing  with  them  the  issues  of  freedom 
of  speech  and  religion  raised  by  William  Martin’s 
dismissal. 
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U.2  INCIDENT  AND  SUMMIT  BREAKUP  SHOW  WORLD  DISARMAMENT  IMPERATIVE 


Cold  war  proponents  in  both  the  East  and  West  have 
been  temporarily  strengthened  by  the  failure  of  the 
Summit  Conference.  But  the  more  recent  statements 
by  President  Eisenhower  and  Premier  Khrushchev,  and 
the  actions  of  the  UN  Security  Council,  indicate  a 
general  realization  by  the  world’s  leaders  that  there  is 
no  alternative  to  resuming  negotiations  and  striving 
for  peace. 

The  Test  Ban  Negotiations  at  Geneva  Still  are  the  most 
promising  area  for  agreement.  There  are  three  major 
remaining  differences — the  number  of  on-site  inspec¬ 
tions,  duration  of  moratorium  on  small  underground 
tests,  and  composition  of  the  Control  Commission. 
Why  can’t  the  three  nuclear  powers  now  put  forward 
at  Geneva  the  proposals  they  took  to  the  Summit  but 
never  discussed? 


Test  Detection  Research  Stepped  Up.  On  May  7,  Presi¬ 
dent  Eisenhower  announced  a  major  expansion  of 
U.S.  research  work  on  detection  of  underground  nu¬ 
clear  tests.  About  $66  million  is  programmed  for  “Pro¬ 
ject  VELA”  in  the  year  beginning  July  1,  1960,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  $10  million  during  the  current  fiscal  year. 
The  program  is  a  belated  implementation  of  the  Berk- 
ner  Panel  recommendations  of  March  1959. 

Some  underground  nuclear  explosions  may  be  held  in 
cooperation  with  Soviet  scientists  to  test  the  reliability 
of  detection  methods.  A  major  mixup  in  the  White 
House  announcement  of  this  project  created  the  im¬ 
pression,  which  was  later  denied,  that  the  United 
States  was  resuming  underground  tests  unilaterally  for 
military  purposes. 

Subcommittee  Questions  Test  Ban.  A  Subcommittee  of 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Atomic  Energy  on  April  22 
completed  four  days  hearings  on  techniques  for  in¬ 
specting  a  test  ban  treaty.  The  general  impression 


created  by  the  hearings  was  that  inspection  was  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult.  The  Subcommittee,  however,  based 
its  findings  on  detection  of  small  underground  tests, 
which  are  not  presently  covered  by  the  treaty  and  on 
which  the  Administration  is  just  launching  a  major 
effort,  “Project  VELA",  to  perfect  inspection  techniques. 

Write  FCNL  for  a  recent  summary  of  Dr.  Hans  Bethe's 
view  on  test  detection. 

Economics  of  Disarmament.  At  his  April  27  news  con¬ 
ference,  President  Eisenhower  said  he  didn’t  think  dis¬ 
armament  would  send  the  economy  into  a  tailspin: 
“I  see  no  reason  why  the  sums  which  are  now  going 
into  these  sterile  negative  mechanisms  that  we  call 
war  munitions  shouldn’^  go  into  something  positive.” 
He  mentioned  school  construction,  roads,  reclaniation 
and  foreign  investments  as  examples  of  places  where 
spending  could  be  increased.  The  President  said  he 
envisaged  “an  almost  imperceptible  decline”  which 
would  cause  little  difficulty  in  a  conversion  period. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  UN  Economic  Commission  for 
Europe,  the  United  States  on  April  27  opposed  as  “pre¬ 
mature”  a  Russian  proposal  for  a  UN  study  of  the 
effects  of  disarmament  on  East-West  trade,  aid  to 
underdeveloped  countries,  and  European  living  stand¬ 
ards. 

Senate  Investigates.  The  Foreign  Relations  Committee 
and  a  Subcommittee  on  National  Policy  Machinery 
headed  by  Sen.  Henry  M.  Jackson,  Wash.,  have  begun 
investigations  of  the  U-2  incident  and  the  world-wide 
combat  readiness  alert  ordered  by  Secretary  of  Defense 
Thomas  S.  Gates,  Jr.,  the  night  before  the  Summit 
Conference  opened.  In  a  letter  dated  May  20,  56  liberal 
House  Democrats  asked  the  President  eight  pertinent 
qustions  about  the  spy  plane  and  the  Summit  Con¬ 
ference. 


The  Friends  Committee 
On  Notional  Legislation 
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is  a  working  committee  of  Friends  and  likeminded  persons 
attempting  to  translate  Quaker  beliefs  into  political  education 
and  action. 


FCNL  works  particularly  with  Congress  where  national  policy 
is  enacted  into  law.  It  combines  continuous  activity  in 
interviewing  legislators,  with  first  hand  reporting  on  Con¬ 
gressional  developments  to  readers  of  its  WASHINGTON 
NEWSLETTER,  and  encourages  letters,  telegrams  and  visits 
to  Congressmen  when  they  will  be  most  effective. 


Twelve  issues  of  NEW'SLETTER  a  year; 

Upon  request,  FCNL  ACTION  bulletins  in  seven  areas 
of  legislative  work; 

Directory  of  Congressmen  and  Voting  Record  every 
two-year  session; 

Upon  request,  copies  of  FCNL  testimony  before  Com¬ 
mittees  of  Congress; 

Replies  by  letter  to  requests  for  legislative  information; 

FCNL  Annual  Report  and  other  special  enclosures 
during  the  year. 


Please  enter  my  subscription  for  one  year  to  the  W.ASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER  at  $3.00,  $4..50  abroad.  ($.5.00  to  residents  of 
Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  who  also  receive  a  Newsletter  on  state  legislation.  .Address:  .S132  South  Woodlawn  .Avenue,  Chicago  15, 
Illinois.)  Contributions  above  NEWSLETTER  subscription  price  support  the  legislative  and  research  work  of  the  Committee. 

(Contributions  not  deductible  for  income  tax  purposes) 
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